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GPDN WELCOMES PRESIDENT OBAMA ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE ACTION ON 
IMMIGRATION BUT MUCH MORE IS NEEDED 

New York, November 20, 2014 

The Guatemala Peace and Development Network (GPDN) firmly believes that, after so many years of 
neglecting the situation of “fourth -class non-citizens”—the undocumented immigrants in this country--

measures such as the announcement of President Barack Obama Executive Action on Immigration is a 
welcome development  to freely incorporate people of good will into the United States. We regret that 
unfortunately this executive order excludes out half of the unauthorized immigrant families.  All those 

millions of undocumented immigrants who live a clandestine life within a climate of fear have already 
contributed to the development of the U.S. economy and the welfare of citizens of the United States. It is 
time to reciprocate. The path to resident status and citizenship may be different for valid reasons, but 

discrimination in terms of origin, age, ethnicity, language or cultural background, gender and sexual 
orientation, social and economic status, or any other unconstitutional conditions should be eradicated.  

Unfortunately undocumented immigration will continue. The attraction, open or hidden, exerted by the 
U.S. economy is too powerful, and poverty, marginalization, and lack of minimum conditions continue to 

expel our population, particularly our youth, from our lands. We are losing our best resources and 
potential future, while in the U.S. many find only basic, underpaid jobs and terrible conditions. In addition, 
sectors of this country continue to criminalize people escaping starvation and, often, violence back home. 
Meanwhile the private prison industry is making huge profits from jailing immigrants.  

It is time to rethink immigration as a positive phenomenon that the United States needs in order to survive 
and develop. We need a national approach and we are ready to contribute. The U.S. Government must 
take the lead. To stem immigration from Latin America, we have been suggesting redirecting the funds for 

physical and electronic walls into a “wall of development.” A plan similar to the Marshall Plan used in 
Europe after World War II would generate better conditions for development in Mexico and Central 
America. Immigration will then slow down, and eventually transform itself into a partnership for jobs, the 
free flow of human resources.  

The GPDN calls on President Barack Obama and the U.S. Congress to continue to act, and to go down in 
history as brave, humanitarian and wise leaders.  History’s verdict will come from the people, not small 
conservative sectors in the United States. We hope President Obama and the U.S. Congress will be 

inspired to approach immigration in a new and innovative manner, and to produce groundbreaking 
policies to follow-up on the Executive Action just announced. We expect a new set of humane measures 
in the near future to permanently find the most sensible solution to the immigration issue. 

Sincerely,  

Executive Committee of the Guatemala Peace and Development Network (GPDN)  

 


